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TO:
Planning Commission

FROM:
Rick Caguiat, Mandy Kang – Assistant Planners

MEETING DATE:
September 14, 2010 
SUBJECT:
Wayfinding Sign Program




BACKGROUND:
The purpose of the Community Directional or Wayfinding Sign Program is to facilitate the movement of pedestrian and vehicular traffic to identify points of interest and public facilities throughout the City of Manteca.  The sign program will provide guidelines to create highly visible and readable signs to keep the public moving effectively to their destinations.  Adopting a Citywide Wayfinding Sign Program demonstrates the City’s desire to provide assistance to the public and to welcome visitors to the City.  The signs will also provide a sense of place and enhance community pride.  

City staff, with the assistance and collaboration with the Wayfinding Design Committee, has selected a preferred sign design.  The design committee is made up of representatives from the Convention and Visitors Bureau, Chamber of Commerce, local business community, and various service clubs throughout the City.  Design work for the Wayfinding sign was provided by CBS Outdoor.

ANALYSIS:

The Wayfinding signs will provide direction to public accommodations, various points of interest, and local community destinations.  Destination points include Downtown, Civic Center, Golf Course, Big League Dreams, and BMX Park, to name a few.  Staff has also strategically selected locations throughout the City for the installation of the signs.  Sign locations have been analyzed to provide drivers sufficient time to read and follow directions.  The Wayfinding signs will be installed on a decorative pole similar in appearance with the future bus stop poles.  A select number of signs will be mounted on existing street light or sign poles when feasible to reduce cost.  A total of 43 Wayfinding signs will be installed throughout the City approximately 36” x 48” in size, with the ideal number of destinations limited to three per sign.  The height measured from the bottom of the sign will be 7’ above the ground, consistent with existing street signs.  
The design of the gateway monument sign is currently not included in the program.  Staff will be working in cooperation with the design team to bring forward a gateway monument sign in the near future.

Staff prepared a cost analysis as part of the sign program and has estimated a cost of $35,079 to construct all 43 signs.  Construction of the signs will be contracted out to a local sign shop, while City staff will provide the labor for installation.  Existing sign poles and street lights will also be utilized as a cost saving measure.  The City has sufficient funds budgeted to implement the Wayfinding Sign Program.
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