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INTRODUCTION

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to conceptualize the ways that San Gabriel can improve signs and wayfinding on its major streets, at its gateways and portals, and near its principal community facilities.  

Assessment of Need

Existing Conditions.  Existing signage and wayfinding in San Gabriel is scattered and poorly coordinated.  The existing signs appear in a variety of unrelated styles; now more than a decade old, most of them were designed for specific purposes rather than as part of a broadly considered master strategy for wayfinding.  Their design can be characterized as:

· Too small for easy visibility

· Low contrast in color selection 

· Made of non-reflective materials

· Lacking visual appeal

· Are not systematically placed

· Have not been recently evaluated for location relative to other signs (overcrowding of the visual field).

Wayfinding.  Improving “wayfinding” has become a principal goal of the Mission District Partnership, which has established wayfinding as a goal of its volunteer committees.

EXISTING CITY POLICIES
Over the past five years the City has adopted a host of programs that support, reinforce and expand on the need for wayfinding.

General Plan
Ingredients for Success, the 2004 general plan, includes specific provisions for gateway treatments, enhanced signage, and wayfinding programs:

Community Design Chapter

The general plan’s Community Design chapter specifies a wide variety of strategies to enhance San Gabriel; many of these include aspects of street signage, sign control, beautification, and entry monumentation:
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14 Actions Leading

to a More Livable San Gabriel

· Expect and demand the best quality design

· Build on our community’s history and culture

· Create designs that live and breathe like the neighborhoods in which they are placed

· Build on existing neighborhood centers to reinforce their value

· Beautify key commercial corridors

· Create unique and compelling gateways into town

· Reward good design

· Make good landscaping a part of every project

· End sign clutter

· Establish engineering standards that will make walking safe and enjoyable

· Enhance the Alameda Corridor East 

· Integrate public art and architecture

· Design for pedestrian safety and comfort

· Respect historical and environmental features

In addition, the general plan provided the following policies supporting establishment of citywide sign standards:

· Target 10.4.4           Require developers to pay fair share for the costs of higher quality ornamental street lighting, traffic signals, and other features designed to meet the standards established by design guidelines, specific plans, and other adopted design strategies of the City.

· Target 10.5.1.          Create a design enhancement program to improve the streetscape, facades, and amenities available in each of the following commercial districts:

· San Gabriel Village

· Washington School commercial area

· San Gabriel Boulevard at Broadway
	Corridor
	Strategy



	Del Mar Avenue, from Las Tunas Drive south to Interstate 10.


	· Additional street trees

· Utility undergrounding

	Junipero Serra Drive
	· Median and streetscape improvements from Las Tunas to Mission

· Clear pedestrian path and wayfinding to connect Smith Park to other City facilities



	Las Tunas Drive, from western City limits to eastern City limits


	· New and replacement street trees

· Underground utilities

· Sign control

· Historical markers and wayfinding

	Mission Drive, from Mission Road to the Rosemead City Limits


	· New and replacement street trees

· Underground utilities

· Sign control

· Historical markers and wayfinding



	Mission Road, from Santa Anita Street to Junipero Serra Drive
	· New and replacement street trees

· Underground utilities

· Sign control

· Historical markers and wayfinding

· Parkway development

· Public art elements

· Screening of proposed railway right of way

	New Avenue, from Ramona Avenue south to the I-10 Freeway, focusing particularly on the stretch between Valley Boulevard and Interstate 10.


	· Sidewalks, curbs, gutters, and street improvements

· Street tree planting

· Underground utilities

· Sign control

· Historical markers and wayfinding

	San Bernardino Freeway (Interstate 10)
	· Enhanced landscaping

· Enhanced sound wall screening

· Enhanced offramp improvements

· Ornamental street lighting

	San Gabriel Boulevard, from Hermosa Avenue to the I-10 Freeway


	· Sidewalks, curbs, gutters, and street improvements

· Street tree planting

· Underground utilities

· Sign control

· Historical markers and wayfinding

· Medians

	Valley Boulevard, from New Avenue to easterly City limits
	· Sidewalks, curbs, gutters, and street improvements

· Street tree planting

· Underground utilities

· Sign control

· Historical markers and wayfinding

· Medians

· Ornamental street lighting
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Goal 10.8          Designate significant gateways to the City; develop entry monumentation and landscape improvements at those locations:

· Alhambra Road at City Limits

· Del Mar Avenue at Roses Road

· Del Mar Avenue and I-10

· Las Tunas Drive at Alhambra Wash

· Las Tunas Drive at Muscatel Ave.

· Mission Road at Rosemead City Limits

· Mission Road at Santa Anita Street 

· New Avenue and I-10

· San Gabriel Boulevard and I-10

· San Gabriel Boulevard at Hermosa

· Valley Boulevard at New

· Valley Boulevard west of Walnut Grove (at City limits)

· St Albans Rd at Roses Road

Economic Development Chapter

· Target 4.1.3   Promote the City and its commercial areas 
· Acton 4.1.3.1  Install gateway signs at the City’s boundaries 
· Acton 4.1.3.2  Install and maintain signs identifying commercial areas 
· Acton 4.1.3.3  Increase cooperation and coordination between public and private sectors

Cultural Resources Chapter

Implementation Measures:

· Provide historic area signs, both directional signs and signs that serve as markers

GOALS OF A WAYFINDING 

AND SIGN PROGRAM

Here are four basic goals that the City proposes for its wayfinding strategy:

· Improve access and visibility for key City attractions and critical City facilities.

· Improve vehicular circulation, parking availability and pedestrian access by providing adequate signs.

· Reinforce the values of the City’s general plan, particularly with respect to the history of San Gabriel.

· Reinforce a common imagery for the City in its visual aids.

· Engage the private, public and non-profit communities.

CONCEPTUAL STUDIES

The following pages consist of conceptual studies of proposed signs that would be component parts of the City’s wayfinding strategy.   After determining what the appropriate level of wayfinding would be, the City would contract formally for the design and implementation of a wayfinding program through a combination of public, non-profit and private funding.

These studies include design options for:

· Historic Sites and Landmarks

· Historic Districts

· Freeway Signage

· Mission District Directional Signs

· Street Signs

· Traffic Signal Aerial (Mast Arm) Signs

· Park Signs

· Public Facility Signs

· Interpretive Historical Exhibits (not shown)
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Historic Sites and Landmarks Signs 


Historic District Boundary Signs
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Alternative B
Wayfinding Program Design Concept

San Gabriel Streets from Freeway North to Mission District

and Key Arterials Approaching District

	San Gabriel
	BLVD
400 W


Street Sign


         Las Tunas Dr

Internally Illuminated Aerial Mast Arm Sign


Park Directional Sign
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Proposed Freeway Signage to Caltrans Standard








One sign each eastbound I-10 approaching New Avenue and westbound approaching New Avenue exit
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