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red italics underlined, suggestions by TPG for Directional Signage III, and Locational Signage IV

Program Statement

The purpose of the directional signage program is to eliminate and/or combine excessive or duplicative signage, facilitate the movement of pedestrian, vehicular and bicycle traffic for visitors, identify points of interest and public facilities, assist in providing interpretive signage for cultural, ecological and other educational resources, and strengthen community identity.  

Program Principles

There are four basic program principles that apply to all proposals for new, revised or eliminated directional signage throughout the community.

1) Remove excessive, duplicative, obsolete and/or confusing signage.  

2) Combine signage on existing poles where practicable, and avoid setting new poles.  

3) Consider the careful placement of regulatory signage (vehicle code) to avoid a visually cluttered streetscape with excessive regulatory signage while allowing for the enforcement of the vehicle and parking codes.

4) Modify other forms of community signage (identifying churches, schools, parks, bird sanctuary, national estuary, etc.) as funding allows to represent a coordinated graphic program with a consistent theme of images, icons, colors, materials or visual forms to strengthen the design integrity and comprehensive extent of the program.  

Hierarchy of Signage

A hierarchy of signage has been developed as a means of classifying the signage into five groups that have different audiences based upon their travel and leisure needs.  This hierarchy includes the following:  I.) Gateways, II.) Entries, III.) Directional, IV.) Locational, and V.) Interpretive.  The functions and conceptual locations (specific sign locations are to be determined by the City Council) of the signage is as follows:

I.  Gateway Signage:  There are five “gateways” into the community off U.S. Highway 1  (also known as Freeway Signage).  These signs would be lighted and would have to be maintained by City crews.  Most of these are in either Caltrans right-of-way (ROW) locations and include the following: 

1) Northbound (N.B.) Hwy 1 @ Morro Blvd. 

2) W.B. Hwy 41@ Main 

3) S.B. Hwy 1@ Yerba Buena 

4) S.B. South Bay Blvd.@ Chorro Bridge 

5) S.B. Hwy 1 @ San Jacinto 

II.  Entryway Signage:  Most of these signs the motorist reads on the exit ramp after exiting off the highway and enters onto the street system in the community.  There are four (4) of these signs that are intended to be read at slower speeds and have more detail about directions to commercial areas and other points of interest.  Most of these signs are still within Caltrans ROW and include the following locations:

1) W.B. Morro Bay Blvd. @ Quintana

2) N.B. Main @ Quintana

3) S.B. Main @ Quintana

4) N.B. Main @ State Park Boundary near Kern

III.  Directional Signage:  These signs are intended to be read at even slower speeds (less than 25 miles per hours), including pedestrians and bicyclists.  These signs assist the unfamiliar traveler in moving throughout the community by identifying key areas (Beach, Embarcadero, Downtown, Boat Ramp, Parks, public parking, etc.) and are located at approaches to collector intersections.  Several signs exist at many of these locations that would be eliminated or combined in a consistent design format to reduce the visual clutter and potential confusion.  There are eight (8) directional signs, all of which are within the City ROW and include the following locations:

1) Main/Beach (2 legs @ N.B./S.B.) SB Main @ Beach would indicate “Public Parking” with arrow  to the right down Beach toward north Embarcadero parking lot; N.B. would do same but point left down Beach.
2) Main/Harbor (2 legs @ N.B./S.B.) NB would indicate”Public Parking” with an arrow to the right down Harbor to Market; SB would do same but point to left down Harbor, then proposed sign at Market would point them both  north and south to Beach and Marina and down to Embarcaderoto  north or south lots
3) Main/Morro Bay Blvd. (2 legs @ N.B./W.B.) Both NB and WB signs would indicate “Public Parking” with arrows  down MBB to Market, then directed either N or S. to Beach and Marina and down to Embarcadero to north or south lots. 
4) Main/Marina (2 legs @ N.B./E.B.) Not sure if EB might be a typo , unless it was intended to get folks back to something in the downtown area or to freeway on ramps.  Iif so, seems like you might want similar directions at a northerly intersection along Main or Market also in EB direction.  NB Main at Marina would indicate “Public Parking” with arrow to the left down Marina to Embarcadero to South lot. 
5) Morro Bay Blvd/Shasta Ave (2 legs NB/WB): to capture people coming into town and directing them to parking in Block 25 or down to Market and Embarcadero north and south lots, or needing to get back to SR 1
6) Listing of additional locations as recommended on page 66 and Figure 17 of Draft Parking Management Plan.
IV.  Locational Signs:  These signs provide directions to identify locations of  specific places including parks and other recreation areas, public facilities, including public parking lots, and the like.  These signs are usually smaller in size and oriented towards a pedestrian scale, but can also be easely identified from a distance or read at slow vehicular speeds (less than 20 miles per hour).  It is estimated that there would be approximately [eight (8)] [sixteen (16); Note: based on recommended additional 8 public parking logo signs per Draft Parking Management Plan page 66 and Figure 17] of these signs that would be interspersed throughout the community.  Suggested destinations include:

· Veterans Memorial Building

· Community Center

· Lila Keiser Park

· Cloisters Community Park

· Del Mar Park

· Tidelands Park

· Embarcadero

· Morro Stand State Beach 

· Public Parking (Utilizing a new Parking Logo Sign) 

V.  Interpretive Signs:  These are educational tools used to link people with the natural and cultural resources of the area (Tidelands Park, Morro Rock, Morro Bay National Estuary, State Parks, etc.).  These signs are designed to be read up close by pedestrians at or in those unique environments.  For City projects, there are numerous public observation areas along the Embarcadero and the proposed Harborwalk Project (formerly the Waterfront Boardwalk) that would be ideal locations for interpretive signage.  The Morro Bay National Estuary Program (NEP) has an active interpretive signage program that could possibly be modified to introduce some of the design components of the directional signage program for continuity and to strengthen the identity of the overall program.  These existing interpretive signs could be modified when funding becomes available.  When the Harborwalk project is completed, we will hope to have a comprehensive directional signage program in place for grant funding purposes that can also be applied to the interpretive signage element of that project.  

