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D-1
Discussions are currently in progress between the Manteca Unified School District (MUSD), Meritage Homes (the developer of a proposed subdivision north of the project site), and the project applicants to identify necessary school facilities to serve the project and other nearby proposed development. 
As described in the DEIR, the project would increase the demand for school services through the generation of an estimated 598 elementary school students (K–8) and 235 high school students (9–12). 
Meritage Homes is proposing a residential subdivision that would develop approximately 1,600 new single family homes. MUSD indicated that Meritage Homes plans to provide an elementary school site (approximately 20 acres in size) as part of its development, which would accommodate facility demands generated by this development alone. 
A follow-up conversation between MUSD and the City of Manteca occurred on March 21, 2005, regarding school facility needs. This resulted in MUSD submitting a second letter which stated that “the URSP project would place additional demand on Manteca Unified School District to build an elementary school annex.” The letter indicated that the URSP project developers would need to provide an elementary school annex site within the URSP area. The MUSD indicated that the annex site would need to be approximately 10 acres in size and would provide school facilities for grades K–3 students generated by the project (Dwyer, pers. comm., 2005). 
Subsequent to receipt of MUSD’s letter and discussions regarding the precise location and size of the school annex site, the project developers have identified a 9-acre annex school site within the URSP area east of Union Road. The 9-acre school site would meet MUSD’s requirements for school facility siting for an annex and would meet K through 3 facility needs for URSP (Dwyer 2005). MUSD has indicated that grades 4 through 8 students generated by the project would be bused to other existing MUSD facilities in the interim, and would eventually attend the elementary school constructed as part of the Meritage Homes development. An appropriate site for the project’s school facility needs has been identified and agreed to by MUSD (Exhibit 1). Identification of this school site does not alter the analysis presented in the DEIR.
D-2
With regard to a recent approved increase in developer fees to pay for school services, the fee increase is acknowledged and the project applicants would be required to pay these fees to the MUSD. No further response is necessary as no environmental issues were raised.  
D-3
The comment is acknowledged. Please refer to response to comment D-1.  
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