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Subject:  Oleander, Sundance, and Sundance II Development Projects Cultural Resources Inventory and Assessment Addendum Report, Manteca, California

FCB Homes and Raymus Homes, Inc. retained ASI to complete an addendum study of the Oleander, Sundance, and Sundance II development projects located south of the City of Manteca, San Joaquin County, California.  The baseline study was completed by Deis (2006), who encountered poor ground visibility on two parcels totaling ca 30 acres.  Deis felt the uninspected 30 acres had archaeological potential and recommended "a qualified archaeologist shall survey all portions of the project site that were not examined during intensive surveys for the current effort" (see Deis (2006:17, Figure 3 and 22-23).  Deis (2006:22) further recommended that the proposed supplemental investigation be completed "at a time when the affected sites can be plowed and disced, so the natural ground surface can be examined for traces of prehistoric and/or historic-era cultural resources."

Pursuant to Deis' recommendations, ASI conducted an investigation of the 30 acres not previously inspected (see Figure 1).  ASI's effort consisted of several steps.  Initially, we reviewed Deis's (2006) report and the record search he provided in Appendix B.  Next, we examined a Cartwright Aerial Survey high-resolution aerial photograph (image no. SJ-6-56 dated 29 July 1963, scale 1:1600) and a modern aerial photograph (1-m resolution) obtained on the internet.  We also reviewed the soil inventory completed by Weir (1952).  Next, we inspected a suite of aerial photographs available at the San Joaquin County Department of Public Works including image nos. 06077-183-117R (dated 1993 scale 1:600), 5197-26 (dated 8 November 1975 scale 1:2000), ADB-2CC-107 (dated 3 June 1963 scale 1:600, and ABD-4K-76 (dated 14 August 1952, scale 1:600).  Note:  With the exception of the 1975 image, the others are photographic enlargements of standard 9-inch by 9-inch photographs with a probable scale of 1:2000.  Lastly, we then walked over the 30 acres subject to this investigation.

Aerial photographs indicated that both of the parcels subject to this inspection lacked the physical features characteristic of recognizable former slough courses, topographic mounding, or soil discolorations suggestive of prehistoric use or occupation.  The images indicated that the entire project area locality including the two Study Area parcels has been in intensive agricultural production for at least 50 years; probably since before World War II.  Vague whitish linear features are evident on the 1963 Cartwright image and while they might represent former watercourses, they are not within either of the Study Area parcels.  One of the linear streaks passes between the southeastern corner of Parcel 1 and the northwestern boundary of Parcel 2 but since water does not naturally run up hill, and, given the indicated topographic rise on the USGS topographic quadrangle (see Figure 1), we suspect that this discoloration does not represents a slough or watercourse.

We inspected the survey maps and notes of Charles Widdows on file at the San Joaquin County Department of Public Works.  Widdows conducted land surveys in San Joaquin County for more than 50 years and his maps sometimes present valuable observations of field conditions.

Surprising little change has occurred in the project area since 1952.  Several of the secondary county roads have been extended and widened, ditches and canals have been extended or moved, and agricultural activities have intensified somewhat; population density however appears to have remained largely static at least through 1983.  The most obvious changes were the construction of State Route 120 between 1975 and 1983 and modifications to irrigation features.

Widdows' survey plats indicate that land subdivisions in the project area locality began by 1912.  Parcels created in that era were large by modern subdivision standards and while they represent the splitting of larger ranches into smaller parcels, land use remained largely unchanged:  Smaller parcels continued to be used for agriculture with the addition of single family residences and a slight increase in population density.  The two parcels subject to this investigation were never used for residential purposes however and they remained in agricultural production through 2006 (see Deis 2006:22).  Parcel 1 is located immediately north of Woodward Road and just west of Union Road appears to have been created from at least two land divisions.  The first division occurred in August 1965 and this parcel was further subdivided in June 1974 (see Widdows Survey plats no. 9647 and 12,280).  Further subdivision occurred after 1974.  Widdows notes do not mention prehistoric archaeological sites within the two parcels comprising the Study Area.

Weir (1952) includes Study Area soils in the Dinuba series.  Parcel 1 consists of Dinuba loamy sand, deep: Parcel 2 Dinuba contains sandy loam and Dinuba fine sandy loam.  Dinuba series soils have no previously identified archaeological sensitivity.

Roger H. Werner completed the field inspection on 2 February 2007.  Werner has a Master's degree in Cultural Resources Management and more than 30 years of relevant experience.  Nothing discovered during prefield research suggesting that either Study Area parcel exhibits high or even moderate archaeological sensitivity, and, given the soil type and lack of historical sloughs within a quarter mile of either parcel, the discovery of prehistoric cultural resources was judged possible but unlikely.  Further, review of aerial photographs indicates that beyond agricultural activities, neither parcel has been used for other activities for at least the past 50 years:  Discovery of historic era archaeological sites was therefore judged unlikely.  The field inspection consisted of parallel widely spaced transects that generally followed disc furrows.  Study Area soils physically correspond with the descriptions provided by Weir (1952) for Dinuba soils.  No mounding or discolorations in the brownish yellow soils were observed.

No cultural resources were observed within either of the two Study Area parcels and thus results of this investigation are negative.  No further investigations of either parcel are recommended but we do suggest Deis' (2006:22-23) recommendations concerning unanticipated discoveries been followed.

Please feel free to contact me if you require further information regarding the two parcels subject to this investigation or other project-related matter.
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